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meet, and in that way he was barred 
from the pleasure of participating 

with the other artists. 

Years ago I heard a story about 
Senator Chilton’s fiddling. A long 
way from Charleston, on Elk River, 
there lived an old mountaineer who 
had a recollection of the keen pleas¬ 
ure he had experienced from hearing 
the Senator play. He looked for 
ward to hearing him again, but the 
slow years slipped by so fast, that 
Ills feet were standing on the brink. 
But when he heard that the Senator 
was coming into his county, and he 
gathered his clan about him and told 
them that he wanted to hear the 
Senator play the fiddle once more 
before he died. His people under¬ 
stood and the Senator was communi¬ 


cated with and accepted the invita¬ 
tion to play. But when he tried tc 
ro to the old man’s house, Elk river 
was in flood. There was no boat, 
and no bridge, and no way to get 
over. Then the Senator came down 
ed K e of the river on one side 

oulr 18 ,°J d man was brought to the 
aide, and there across the 
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I gentleman of Spanish birth and 
breeding announced that he had to 
goon: “Aces, do si do.’’ It seems 
ohat his fiist card dealt turned down 
was an ace and his next card was 
another ace turned up. Thus he 
had his aces “back to back,” the 
highest possible hand to go with. 
Now if that is not what do si do 
means, find out for yourselves. 

Fiddling was not only a question of 
skill but endurance. A fiddler added 
greatly to the joys of the young per¬ 
sons, but the amusement was not 
only frowned upon by the great maj 
ority of the best and most powerful 
persons, but absolutely forbidden the 
children. Thou shalt not dance, was 
an added commandment. The way 
it worked as a rule was that it was 
thoughly impressed upon the child 
say of five or six years of age. He 
must never dance. That and the a 
ternative of hell-fire took strong hold 
upon his imagination, and he pursu¬ 
ed the noiseless tenor of his way, un 
til he became hazy witli youth. Then 
he would fall and trip the light fan 
lantic toe and find great sport in 
dodging the lightning that was sup 
poeed to atrlke him down for his dls 
obedience. Then he would mam 
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e | it worked as a rule was that It was 
n I though ly Impressed up jn the chi.d o 
1 say of live or six years of age. He o 
>■ must never dance. That and the al- I 
ternative of hell-fire took strong hold t 
upon ills imagination, and he pursu- r 
i ed the noiseless tenor of his way, un t 
> til he became hazy with youth. Then t 
i he would fall and trip the light fan i 
Dastic toe and find great sport in 
dodging the lightning that was sup i 
posed to strike him down for his dis 
obedience. Then he would marry 
some fine, mountain girl, and when 
they had children, they would tell 
them about the time they were five 
and six years old that under no cir¬ 
cumstances must they ever dance 
[ Under this good old plan the moun¬ 
tains raised the best men and wo¬ 
men the world ever saw, and it Is to 
be hoped that there is enough of the 
iron left in the present hectic gener¬ 
ation to save us after the days of this 
cataclysm have passed, and reason 
has resumed her away. 

Sinful as it may be, wicked and 
worldly, and sad beyond conception. 
It ia only honest to say that I wished 
the other day that 1 could meet with 
a couple of dozen other youngsters on 
a atnoolh floor, will) one of those old 
fidiflera present, and once more try to 
ahake a foot to the romantic pleading 
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[cataclysm have passed, aud reason 
lias resumed her away. 

Sinful as it may be, wicked and 
worldly, and sad beyond conception, 
it is only honest to say that I wished 
the other day that I could meet with 
a couple of dozen other youngsters on 
a smooth floor, with one of those old 
tiddlers present, and once more try to 
shake a foot to the romantic pleading 
of a fiddle. But the kids would not 
stazjd for it. Grandpa must behave 
I am sure the fiddler would have en 
joyed it more for there in that great 
room he was like a lamb in a large 
place. It took more than a fiddle 
string to fill that aching void. 

The perpetual motion of a good 
bow arm in the old days, was one of 
the long distance tests, Along about 
the sixth hour of the dance, the fid¬ 
dler would take time out for refresh¬ 
ments. This was about two o’clock 
in the morning, and the shank of the 
evening. At this time he would pro 
bably get a sureptitious drink or two. 
and the bucks would make him up 
his purse. Being thus refreshed, en 
couraged, aud strengthened he was 
able to furnish music for the dance 
until breakfast. Music consisted 
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auger, and the rifle gun, and the 
knife then one could be made out of 
the native woods without trouble. 

There has been much said about 
the Cremona violins, and the im¬ 
mense price that they bring today. 
But it takes a more discriminating 
ear than mine to sense their superior¬ 
ity over the ancient fiddle whittled 
out with a pocket knife on the head 
of Bitter Creek. At Cremona in 
Italy, the fiddles made by some of 
the neighbors have attained a great 
reputation, and they are favorite 
* S ° Q « and story in modern 
Sul divaH p remona ' “ie Amati, 
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uccu (iuu up u 1 by cents oy some 

old timer crazy to get money to at¬ 
tend the tiddler's concert. 

I can rtmemoer pleuty of cases 
where organs and pianos were carried 
to people's houses slung on great 
poles. There is no question about 
cne tirifvarejl! TfrogYng for rnusie 
I With a great mountain peopU, the 
boys and girls born in tire mountains, 
found in the fidJle the highest ex 
pressiou of melody and it had a 
strange and fascinating effect upon 
them, which was thoroughly well an 
derstood f y their spiritual advisers. 
The S .eh intellect controlled 
While i' is sxid that Oliver Cromwell 


had a fiddler, on Investigation, it' 


seems that tiie facts are these. That 
once when Oliver Cromwell was at ai 
castle, that in a hidden apartment 1 
from which no sound could issue, 
was a noble fugitive who played 
tunes on a fiddle unbeknownst to old 
Ironsides, and after the restoration, 
he went by the name of Oliver’s 
tiddler. 

For more than a hundred years the 
hardwood forests of the Appalach- 
ans guarded by a savage race had 
stopped the advance of the Christian 
people. It remained for the Scotch 
to conquer it and to bring about. t.lw* 
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se. f these laws L.«n<fh " ot the ocular ^ 
•e. I laws of the if '^ re far more bln <M 

de ; irig. The ChUr’U took over the con 
es troJ of the J ,r rv. Organized leg- 
wlislative bodle, ater to furnish the 
e-J initiative in [America for the most! 

3 j powerful of a ] nations. The Church, I 
g I and I speak of the Presbyterian 1 
n | church, had power of imprisonment, 
d j to impose fine; to whip, or to brand J 
t with a hot iron. Doing penance be- 1 ( 
f fore the congregation was one of the 1 
e usual ways of getting right with the 
5 Church. I 

| To even listen to music was prohi¬ 
bited, much less to make music. 
There could be no music in the 
churches, and not even at weddings 
was it permitted. A special act was 
passed making it an offense punish¬ 
able with a tine and such further 


punishment as the session saw tit to 


have music at weddings. See regis¬ 
ter of the Presbytery of Glasgow and 
other records 

l>*ncl|MHF us especial lv n inhibited 
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I"-*" mu af *:*' t weddings occ 

I ter of the t> 1 ,vterf °^ Glasgow and 
other reco® 

dancing* especially prohibited 
and eondeirl, and singers were to 
be put in Prl g 0 „. :mK W 

At fc be B l&e time down about 
London waW for instance, there was 
another set t at was headed towards 
I Fiddler’s q e en, a particular en¬ 
closure of the Elysian fields, where 
there is to be perpetual mirth, a 
fiddle that [never ceases to untiring 
dancers, plenty of grog, and unlimit¬ 
ed tobacco. This section assigned 
especially to sailors. 

The only fiddle known in Scotland 
was the Caledonian Cremona, a name 
for the itch, so called from the 
scratching movement evoked. 

It was in the plan of life that 
these two elements were to meet in 
the New World, and to form a race 
known as the American, to which we 
all proud to belong. We are 
‘y the children of immigrants 
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*^'I|b world has yet seef * l. 

I ,lier Hs the instrumental instru-1 

I Church [°Ui|d their way into the 
recall h ^'filing, though 1 do not 
I And tK seen a tilic,le in church * 
dispene 1 ®, Hew fancied dances have 
of th e , With the fiddle. The hope 

■ inisie a,1( * hug ea2 h °ther to fixed 

-i Ti Cre * s a subconsciousness that 
*, _ ds the sinful fiddle, and that 
raws us to its wicked strains, while 

■ u }y Point? the other way. 

he other day in Charleston, the 
}*nce had [no particular effect upon 
• e community, other than a slight 
'■ :nbling of the earth. 



